
 École Secondaire Paul Kane High School 

 School Council Meeting Minutes - November 24, 2022 

 Call to order at 7:03 pm 

 Land Acknowledgement  - Kris Horb 

 Meeting Attendance:  Tara Kwasney (Co-Chair), Dawn  Linnert (Co-Chair), Suzanne Morton 
 (Vice Chair and meeting Secretary), Kris Horb (Assistant Principal), Michelle Neraasen, Luke 
 Dietzmann (Student Representative), Krystal Jenkins, Denise Watson, Paul Shamchuk 
 (Teacher Representative), Saeed Ahmad, Michael Ng (Teacher Representative), Nesrine 
 Tarrabain 
 Regrets: Erin Steele (Principal), Stanley Haroun (Trustee) 

 Approval of the November 24, 2022 Agenda as presented: 
 Approved by:  Krystal Jenkins 
 Seconded by:  Saeed Ahmad 

 Approval of the October 20, 2022 Minutes: 
 Minutes not yet available - deferred to January 2023  meeting 

 Chairperson Report - Tara Kwasney: 

 It has been a slow and bumpy start to the year with our new School Council, but we are 
 working on having our contact information established, and this will soon be available on the 
 Paul Kane website. This information will include the parent Executive for 2022-2023, as well 
 as a School Council e-mail address. 

 ASCA  - Once School Council e-mail contact information  is established, Tara plans to sign 
 Paul Kane to the ASCA Task Force (ASCA initiative that provides a number of questioned to 
 pose to School Council for which ASCA is soliciting feedback) 

 Teacher Representative Report - Paul Shamchuk: 

 PK boys won the city football championship, played at Commonwealth Stadium! 
 Student Union Activities: Halloween activities were abundant and included a pumpkin 
 decorating contest, a candy toss and spooky guessing games. There was also a costume 
 contest with prizes for winners and all participants. 

 Screening of the FIFA World Cup Soccer has been taking place in the student lounge which 
 has been well-received by students, with many kids stopping by to watch before and 
 between classes. 

 Christmas Planning: 12 Days of Christmas, Festive Sweater Day, Gingerbread House 
 decorating, a special, “Spirit of Appreciation” dinner for PK Custodians (a surprise!), 



 Principal’s Report - Kris Horb (for Erin Steele): 

 Fundraising:  Nesrine Tarrabain is joining us today  - she is a grade 10 parent coming to PK 
 from Gish and she has fundraising-arm experience. PK Parent Society (PKPS) is currently 
 composed of alumni parents (ie. They no longer have students at PK) who are looking to 
 pass the torch to parents/guardians of current PK students. If PKPS does not utilize the 
 existing AGLC contract, it will lose its place in the queue for a financially beneficial casino. 
 PKPS meets monthly. Currently, the AGLC money goes solely to the PK Football Team (for 
 equipment, uniforms, etc.). PKPS would like to expand this to the entire school. Mr. Horb 
 predicts that there will be multiple needs at our new school location and foresees sharing the 
 funds raised with the school entity to be beneficial. 
 Discussion: Suzanne asked about PKPS meetings ie. when/where they occur and how PK 
 parents are made aware of the meeting times, and possible volunteer opportunities. Mr. 
 Horb plans to connect with the PKPS Executive so as to place a “call-out” to 
 parents/guardians who might be interested in participating in the PKPS, and to widely 
 advertise their next meeting on the PK website. Several parents in attendance at this 
 meeting voiced interest in participating in the PKPS. 

 Awards Night: 
 PK Celebration of Excellence took place on November 17, 2022 
 Thirty thousand dollars in scholarships were awarded. 
 Over 80% of PK students qualify for the Rutherford Scholarships and these 
 programs/opportunities can be found on the PK website. 

 Exam Schedule: 
 Last day of classes will be on January 17, 2023 
 Exam schedule is posted on the PK website on the school calendar 
 Buses will only run at 1045am. 
 Clarification for a parent question: Kids do NOT attend on exam days if they are NOT writing 
 exams. Though the school is open, there is no student supervision. 

 Student Help: 
 Every Wednesday for 45 minutes from 1:00pm to 1:45pm. We are not seeing many kids take 
 advantage of this opportunity, so we are reminding parents of this learning opportunity at this 
 meeting. Parents voiced concerns that the help hour does not work with the bussing 
 schedule and kids who take the bus have no other option but to leave when their bus is 
 available. Parents noted that kids may be able to take city transit to get home, but, other 
 parents noted that the city bus is very unreliable and often does not show up. Parents 
 wondered if the school Administration can discuss an expanded bus schedule on 
 Wednesdays so more kids would have the option of staying for Help Hours. Mr. Horb will 
 take these concerns back to PK Administration. 

 New Paul Kane School: 
 Students will move to online learning from December 19-23 to accommodate move to new 
 building. 



 Week of November 28 will be the new building inspection - this will determine the timeline of 
 entry (ie. whether we are on time for the move or delayed. 
 January 9 is the first day in the new school and will be like “First Day of School” where kids 
 will receive lockers, locks, orientation to building, assembly, review code of conduct, Q&A 
 period. 
 E-mail communication from PK Administration coming out to all parents about the move. 

 Trustee Report - Stanley Haroun: 

 Trustee Haroun has sent his regrets and plans to attend our January 2023 meeting. No 
 report submitted for this meeting. 

 Parent Advocacy - Tara Kwasney: 

 Stand For Education Rally was held on October 22, 2022 at the Alberta Legislature. 
 Participant turn-out was not as much as hoped due to inclement weather, but there were 
 many participants. 

 Parent Engagement - Suzanne Morton: 

 Suzanne attended an ASCA parent engagement opportunity on November 19, 2022 where 
 she learned that Alberta Education has recently approved that the Alberta Parent 
 Engagement Grant could be “rolled over” to this year if schools were not able, for whatever 
 reason, to use their $500 last year. This depends on whether the District has applied for the 
 Grant. The money can be combined with this year’s grant, and so, PK potentially now has 
 $1000 to use toward a parent engagement opportunity. Suzanne presented some options 
 that included using the money toward ASCA workshops to bring PK School Council up to 
 date with its operational procedures, or a presentation by Jo(e) Social Media for students 
 and parents that would cost approximately $700, with the remainder directed to an ASCA 
 workshop for School Council. 
 DISCUSSION  : took place about how to use the money  (provided the District has applied for 
 the Grant): 
 Given that PK Administration provided a parent mini-conference at the beginning of the 
 school year (presenters included: SAIF, PK School Counsellor Danielle Reed, and the 
 RCMP) and is planning to provide another similar parent night in 2023, it was suggested that 
 we find out what topics will be presented at the next parent night/date regarding same. 

 Parents discussed whether or not PK School Council should send a parent survey en masse 
 to PK Families or let School Council meeting attendees determine how to spend the money. 
 Given the enormity of the school and the work related to monitoring/administering a survey, 
 attendees considered letting School Council Attendees select the items on which the money 
 would be spent. Suzanne has experience conducting a parent survey on behalf of school 
 council, but at a much smaller school. She offered to oversee a survey using Google Forms 
 if PK Administration was amenable to this format. 

 It was noted that the PK mini-parent conferences may overlap with topics. Mental health was 
 well-covered by the first mini-conference. We will await response from PK Administration re: 
 upcoming topics, as well as confirmation from St. Albert Public Schools as to whether or not 



 the Grant application was submitted prior to investigating potential use of the $1000. It was 
 noted that we should be expeditious in our decisions to move forward with our choices so as 
 to secure desirable presenters and dates of choice, and/or education, from ASCA. The 
 School Council Executive will connect with St. Albert Public Schools to determine whether or 
 not we have access to these funds. 

 Open Forum: 

 It is noted by the School Council Executive and parents that, throughout this meeting’s 
 agenda, a recurrent theme emerged: The PK Website is not user-friendly for FAMILIES. 

 For parents/guardians, finding information about Student Union Activities, upcoming PK 
 events such as sports try-outs/game times, locations and dates;special event 
 days/fundraising/School Council/PKPS were not visible or easily accessible to familes. 
 Parents mentioned they were unaware of PKPS (ie. when/where the group meets, their 
 needs, purpose). They found it frustrating that the PK website was not kept current about 
 information eg. volunteer opportunities such as School Council, PKPS, sports, what goes on 
 at PK every week, Student Union, how to get PK spirit wear, no School Council contact 
 info/minutes. 

 It was noted by a parent that parents/guardians and students are capable and responsible to 
 search out meaningful information for themselves via the PK website or other sources of 
 information eg. their child. This sentiment was acknowledged and validated by several 
 parents, but the point was also made and validated by many parents that it should not be 
 difficult to access information via the school website for such information: Ultimately, most 
 parents agreed that they want to be engaged and connected to the school. 

 Discussion took place about pros/cons of a community FB page (disassociated from the 
 school) for parents - teacher representatives worried that such a page would not be 
 responsibly managed and how it would carry forward if page administrators left the school. 
 Parents with experience from other schools mentioned that a parent-run  Facebook page 
 was helpful with information discovery. Parents who may be interested in administering a 
 Facebook page noted that with the enormity of the school, a Facebook page may be difficult 
 to manage, given the lack of knowledge available to them via the PK website/volume of 
 information for such a large school. 

 Discussion about how to combine PK FaceBook and Instagram posts ensued and will be 
 examined by teachers. Teachers talked about the struggle to post updates about their 
 classroom activities in light of FOIP as well as time management of this in addition to their 
 teaching commitments. Parents asked about the absence of a dedicated PK social media 
 person, so as to lighten the load of teaching staff and administrators. It was asked if a social 
 media manager could be a volunteer position and the answer to this was unknown. 

 Overall, parents felt there was a lack of easy access to useful, weekly information/updates 
 and that the PK website made it difficult to find timely and relevant information. Mr. Horb 
 noted that resources are limited in this regard and that PK staff and Administrators are 
 independently doing the best they can to provide timely updates via social media and the PK 
 website. Mr. Horb stated that he would take this feedback to PK Administration, and that 



 there would be an effort to improve communication with PK families via the PK website, and 
 social media platforms (ie. Instagram and Facebook), and look at making digital 
 communications with PK families more user-friendly. An attempt will be forthcoming to 
 provide a weekly bulletin of upcoming events for PK Families to view on Instagram and 
 hopefully, Facebook. Attendees expressed appreciation for this discussion. 

 Adjournment at 8:35pm 

 Next meeting: January 26, 2023 at 7:00 pm 


